
This plate tectonics crossword puzzle activity 
is a great for review, sub work, or filling in 

those last few minutes of class you didn’t know 
you would have! Thank you for your support!   

Please leave feedback on TpT and 
check out more great resources at 

Science Is Real!  
Happy Sciencing!
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Plate Tectonics 
Crossword Puzzle

Name:_____________________________

ACROSS
1. When two oceanic plates converge, they can create 

a _______ island arc.
2. Geologic formation made by two continental plates 

at a convergent boundary.
3. A long deep valley along the edges of some ocean 

basins.
4. Geologic formation caused by two diverging 

continental plates.
5. Type of crust that is thick, less dense, and made up 

of granite rock.
6. Last name of scientist who first proposed 

continental drift theory.

7. A continental volcanic ______ is a range of volcanic 
mountains produced by the subduction of an oceanic 
plate under a continental plate.

8. The cycle of rising and falling of molten rock in the 
mantle.

9. Geologic feature located at a divergent plate 
boundary between two oceanic plates.

10. Type of plate boundary where plates move away 
from one another. 

11. Type of plate boundary where plates move towards 
one another. 

12. Type of plate boundary where plates horizontally 
slide and grind past one another.

13. Process that occurs when one tectonic plate 
descends under another tectonic plate.

14. Name of supercontinent that existed about 250 
million years ago.

15. Type of curst that is thin, dense, and made up of 
basalt rock.

DOWN

© Science Is Real

_



Plate Tectonics 
Crossword Puzzle

ACROSS
1. When two oceanic plates converge, they 

can create a _______ island arc.
volcanic

2. Geologic formation made by two 
continental plates at a convergent 
boundary.

mountains

3. A long deep valley along the edges of 
some ocean basins.

trench

4. Geologic formation caused by two 
diverging continental plates.

rift valley

5. Type of crust that is thick, less dense, and 
made up of granite rock.

continental

6. Last name of scientist who first proposed 
continental drift theory.

Wegener

7. A continental volcanic ______ is a range of volcanic mountains produced by the subduction of an oceanic plate 
under a continental plate.

arc

8. The cycle of rising and falling of molten rock in the mantle.
convection currents

9. Geologic feature located at a divergent plate boundary between two oceanic plates.
mid-ocean ridge

10. Type of plate boundary where plates move away from one another. 
divergent

11. Type of plate boundary where plates move towards one another. 
convergent

12. Type of plate boundary where plates horizontally slide and grind past one another.
transform

13. Process that occurs when one tectonic plate descends under another tectonic plate.
subduction

14. Name of supercontinent that existed about 250 million years ago.
Pangaea

15. Type of curst that is thin, dense, and made up of basalt rock.
oceanic
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TERMS OF USE

Science Is Real! Terms of Use (TOU):
By purchasing this product, you own a license for one teacher only for 
personal use in their own classroom. Licenses are non-
transferable and therefore cannot be passed from one teacher to 
another. If the teacher who purchased this license leaves the 
classroom or changes schools, the license and materials leave with 
that teacher. No part of this resource is to be shared with colleagues or 
used by an entire team, grade level, school or district without 
purchasing the correct number of licenses. If you are a coach, principal 
or district interested in transferable licenses that would accommodate 
yearly staff changes, please contact me for a transferable license 
quote at ajcatts@gmail.com

Copyright by Science is Real. Please note - all material included in this 
resource belongs to Ana Catts. By purchasing, you have a license to 
use the material, but you do not own the material. You may not upload 
any portion of this resource to the internet in any format, including 
school/personal websites or network drives unless the site is password 
protected and can only be accessed by students, not other teachers or 
anyone else on the internet.

Please remember to leave 
feedback to earn TpT credits!
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